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We are living in a human-dominated epoch that many natural scientists 

refer to as the Anthropocene. How should the social science of 

economics respond? Where should leadership for this vision come 

from? How does “ecological economics” offer a framework in which to 

update economics, for the benefit of informing humanity’s future in the 

Anthropocene? Join the conversation following a lecture from Eric 

Miller on behalf of CANSEE - the Canadian Society for Ecological 

Economics.
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Anthropocene



Extracted from Anthropocene.info

Material Footprint of Canadians in 2008:

1,026 Million Tonnes in Canada for Canadians
566 Million Tonnes in Canada for ROW
614 Million Tonnes in ROW for Canada

Net 32 T on average per each Canadian:
10 T construction
9 T Fossil Fuels
7 T biomass
7 T metal ores

Source: Wiedmann et al (2013) 



“Welcome to the Anthropocene”
video from anthropocene.info
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Scanned from Dornbusch et al (1999: 98)



Ecological Economics

Human Society on Planet Earth

Natural Resource 
Economics

Other academic disciplines: Physics, Biology, Psychology, etc

Materials & Energy
Inputs

Environmental 
Economics

Waste Materials 
& Heat OutputThe Economy

Solar energy inputs

Agricultural
Economics



How should economics respond?
• Updated theory of production

• Updated consideration of time

• Consideration of space and place

• Updated concept of humans

• Updates to other aspects relevant to human‐environment relations

Where should leadership come from?



Canadian Society 
for Ecological Economics

www.cansee.org

as a chapter of

The International Society for 
Ecological Economics
www.ecoeco.org
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Slide 3 is a screenshot of the video shown in slide 4, which is from 
Anthropocene.info which is a collaborative project between researcher 
and communicators from some of the leading scientific research 
institutions on global sustainability, including the International 
Geosphere‐Biosphere Program (IGBP).


